STOPPP Community Outreach Grant 

Initial Application


Community Action Grants

Project Requirements and Commonly Asked Questions

Who can apply?

· Community groups

· Environmental organizations

· Volunteer associations

· Service clubs

· Homeowners associations

· Schools and school clubs

· Teachers

· Youthgroups

· Groups with no prior experience, but with a proposal for an innovative and eligible project

What kinds of projects are eligible for funding?

Be creative!  In general, projects which contain a pollution prevention message or which restore, protect, enhance or prevent pollution of local creeks, the Bay or the Pacific Ocean are eligible for funding.

Projects may fall into one or both of the following categories:

Education

Projects which educate the public about protection of water quality or foster watershed or creek awareness, including developing water pollution prevention educational materials, public service announcements, educational videos, educational slide shows, interpretive signs, or interpretative displays or conducting workshops, tours or fieldtrips.

Restoration

Projects which restore, protect, or enhance creeks, the Bay, or the ocean, including erosion control, planting or re-vegetation, cleanup projects in urban or natural areas, non-native species removal, habitat enhancement, and marsh restoration.

Does it matter where the project is located?

Yes!  Eligible projects must be implemented within San Mateo County.

How long does my group have to complete our project?

Projects must be implemented and completed by December 31, 2001.

How many grants will be awarded?

A maximum or $15,000 is available to fund Community Action Grant Projects; up to $2,500 per project.  The number of total awards depends on the number of successful applicants and how much they each request.

What are eligible expenses?

Eligible uses of grant monies include purchase of materials and supplies, purchase or rental of equipment, promotion of a volunteer event (i.e., printing or postage), volunteer recruitment, meals for volunteers, and purchase of native vegetation.

Ineligible expenses: Planning, research, wages or salaries for labor, travel (except bus rental), curriculum development, and monitoring projects.  Funds cannot be used by co-permittees, industry, business, or not-for-profit organizations to implement best management practices or do other activities in compliance with National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permits and other regulatory requirements.

How do I apply?

Complete the attached application and return it to:

Barbara Ebel

San Mateo Countywide Stormwater Pollution Prevention Program

1070 Sixth Avenue, Suite 306

Belmont, CA 94002

When are initial applications due?

Applications must be received by December 3, 2000.

How will funds be disbursed?

Awarded applicants will be reimbursed for eligible expenses upon STOPPP’s receipt of appropriate documentation (payment claim and receipts).  If awarded applicants require advance payment for eligible expenses, STOPPP will issue a purchase order for approved eligible expenses to the appropriate vendor indicating the authorization of funds.

Additional requirements

At a minimum, awarded applicants must:

· Use only native vegetation and species if the project involves restoration.

· Obtain appropriate permissions and/or permits for the project where applicable.

· Demonstrate the ability to complete the project.

· Provide STOPPP with copies of any publications pertaining to the project.

· Acknowledge STOPPP as a funding source in all project-related promotional materials.

· Photograph and document project activities and provide copies to STOPPP.

· Provide STOPPP with a brief project report upon completion of the project.

APPLICATION PROCESS

The Community Action Grant application is a two-step process with the initial application (enclosed) requesting a one-page proposal describing the project and the amount of money requested.  Proposals will be evaluated and scored based on the following criteria:

INITIAL APPLICATION SELECTION CRITERIA*

1. Will the project include a pollution prevention

message or help reduce pollutants to local waterways 

or the storm drain system?


(30pts)
2. Will the project respond to a community need?
(20pts)
3. Will the project encourage community action in 

support of clean water?


(20pts)
4. Will innovative approaches to improving water 

quality be used?



(20pts)
5. Will the project message reach a large audience?
(10pts)



Total:
100pts

Applicants whose proposals meet the project requirements and receive the highest number of points according to selection criteria will be invited to complete the second and final comprehensive application, with a guarantee of 80 to 100 percent funding.

*STOPPP reserves the right to disqualify a project application.

Projects Eligible for Funding

The following projects have received funding from STOPPP’s Community Action Grant Program and are listed here as examples to stimulate new ideas.  Use your imagination, be creative!! Have fun!  Just remember; eligible projects must in some way benefit, protect, or enhance local creeks, the San Francisco Bay, the ocean or watersheds

Previous Grant Awards 

· Elkus Youth Ranch – educate staff, teachers and visiting students through their watershed ‘station’ and an observation site in the watershed.

· Save Our Shores – purchase watershed model to use in public presentations in San Mateo County. 
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· Notre Dame H.S. – restore a riparian ecosystem and establish a nature trail on the campus.

· San Gregorio Environmental Resource Center – sponsor a workshop to educate people who live and work in the watershed about connections between the watershed, its fisheries and the impacts of land use.
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· San Mateo County Natural History Association – coordinate a volunteer project to do plant restoration in coastal creeks and ponds.

· Bay Area Action – coordinate habitat and community events in the San Francisquito watershed. 

· Environmental Ed. Program of Oceana H.S. - lead elementary school children in a beach cleanup and produce a documentary for the local TV station. 

· The San Francisco Bay Girl Scout Council - restore Butano Creek where it flows through the Girl Scout Camp and create an environmental exhibit along the creek trail.

If you have any additional questions regarding The STOPPP Community Action Grant, the application process, project eligibility or if you need assistance with your application, contact:

Barbara Ebel

San Mateo Countywide 

Stormwater Pollution Prevention Program

(650) 595-7427

The San Mateo Countywide Stormwater Pollution Prevention Program is pleased that you are considering conducting a project to enhance water quality in San Mateo County.  This one-page application is the first in a two- part process.  On the reverse side of this sheet, please provide a description of your project.  If your project description is selected for funding, you will be asked to submit a more comprehensive application (5 pages plus 2 worksheets) with a guarantee
 of receiving 75 to 100 percent funding.  Please call Barbara Ebel at (650) 595-7427 if you have any questions concerning the Community Outreach Grant criteria or application process.
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Project Title: 


Project Director:  

Name of Group:  

Address:  


Phone (day):  
  Fax:                                               
Amount Requested:  $                    Project Period (start and end dates):                      
 
Check the appropriate box(es) if this proposal includes any of the activities listed below:

 Habitat enhancement
 Publication/Presentation
 Construction

 Conference/Workshop
 Restoration/Clean up
 Volunteer training

 Aquatic life enhancement
 Interpretive sign
 Public service announcement

 Native plant re-vegetation
 Education
 Other 

 Water quality testing
A signature below indicates that you have read and understood the project requirements and the enclosed information is accurate and true.
                                                Signature of Project Director
Date            
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Return your Community Outreach Grant Application to: 

Barbara Ebel

San Mateo Countywide Stormwater Pollution Prevention Program

City of Belmont 

1070 Sixth Avenue, Suite 306

Belmont, CA 94002

To be considered eligible, your application must be postmarked December 3, 2000.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION  (PLEASE REFER TO SELECTION CRITERIA)

1. Write a brief statement on the purpose and content of your project, including a description of the problem or issue your project will address.  

2. Describe how your project will communicate your water quality message to your targeted audience.  (Please be sure to define your water quality message and target audience.)
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For Official Use Only


Date Received:_______


Score:______________Comprehensive:  y/n


Letter sent:  
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� The San Mateo Countywide Stormwater Pollution Prevention Program reserves the right to disqualify a project application.
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